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Finding Yitzchak
|. Two Foundational Components

A. The First of the Bound?

1. Cause...
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e Yitzchak-first of the bound
e Seeing the Akeida from Yitzchak’s perspective
e What effect does the event have upon Yitzchak?

2. Effect...
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When Isaac was old and his eyes were too dim to see, he called his older son Esau and said to
him, “My son.” He answered, “Here | am.”
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e Yitzchak’s blindness-a product of the angels’ tears at the Akeida
e What was the nature of the blindness? What was its cause
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HaShem appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land that | shall
indicate to you.

Reside in this land, and | will be with you and bless you; | will assign all these lands to you and to
your heirs, fulfilling the oath that | swore to your father Abraham.

I will make your heirs as numerous as the stars of heaven, and assign to your heirs all these
lands, so that all the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your heirs—

inasmuch as Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge: My commandments, My laws, and My
teachings.”
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Yitzchak never leaves Canaan because of his role as a “pure offering” at the Akeida

e Only Patriarch never to leave Canaan

e Relationship to the land tentative, nonetheless

e How might the Akeida have affected Yitzchak’s need to remain in Canaan
[Survivor/Concrete need]?

B. His Father’s Son
1. Parallels

N:ND N'WUNIA
PNX'"NX T'710 DNIAX DNNAXRTA PNY DTN N7RI
NWK7 17 '"/0IRN 27 DINK DX [TON '"NIRND 7RINQ™N2 NP2 IXK INNPZA DAY DYVIIKRTA 7N 'Y
This is the story of Yitzchak, son of Avraham. Avraham begot Yitzchak
Yitzchak was forty years old when he took to wife Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean
of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean.

1. Childlessness

2. Two sons-one wayward
3. Famine

4. Wife/sister

5. Covenant with Avimelech
6. Wells
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2. Relationship with God
N-2:1D N'WUXI]
NN72 D'NYW7971M 170aR~7R PN’ 171 DNNAX ' NOWK [IWRIN QYN T2 yara ava
IR IR YUK VIR DY NNNIXN TINTR IR P IR RO
QYR NYAYN DR 'MNAPZNT RN NXIRNT72 DR [N QWAT?217771D 19702K1 Yy DREDRTD YR IR
1'2AX DNNAN? 'Myavs
YIRD 12 75 Y72 1D72NN1 78N NXIRNT7D IR AT 'MN DAY 220133 WWIT DK ‘"Ml
MINI'NIPN 'NIXA 'NNYN YL '7P] DNNAX VAW WX APV
HaShem had appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land which | point
out to you.
Reside in this land, and | will be with you and bless you; | will assign all these lands to you and to
your heirs, fulfilling the oath that | swore to your father Avraham.
I will make your heirs as numerous as the stars of heaven, and assign to your heirs all these
lands, so that all the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your heirs—
inasmuch as Avraham obeyed Me and kept My charge: My commandments, My laws, and My
teachings.
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That night HaShem appeared to him and said, “l am the God of your father Avraham. Fear not,
for 1 am with you, and | will bless you and increase your offspring for the sake of My servant
Avraham.”

3. Wrestling with the Shadow?
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Midrash: Old age is created to solve a problem facing the first two patriarchs

ll. Yitzchak’s Challenge
A. Defining the challenge

e Yitzchak is the First...?
e How do we define Mesora?
e |Is that definition complete?
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Avraham-Mountain; Yitzchak-Field; Ya’akov-Home

B. Is Yitzchak Successful?
1. The Wells
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And Yitzchak departed from there and encamped in the wadi of Gerar, where he settled.
Yitzchak dug anew the wells which had been dug in the days of his father Avraham and which
the Philistines had stopped up after Avraham’s death; and he gave them the same names that
his father had given them.

But when Yitzchak’s servants, digging in the wadi, found there a well of spring water,

the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Yitzchak’s herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.” He
named that well Esek, because they contended with him.

And when they dug another well, they disputed over that one also; so he named it Sitna.

And He moved from there and dug yet another well, and they did not quarrel over it; so he
called it Rehovot, saying, “Now at last HaShem has granted us ample space to increase in the
land.”

e Yitzchak re-digs his father’s wells
e Yitzchak digs his own wells
e Why are the wells important- Vw9 and wnTNn?
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2. The Agreements

XD 19 N'WKXIA
:NYY NNX TWUKN 722 ny D'P7R IR7 DNNAR 7R INQX W 73'91 1702 R RIND Nya DY (QD)
DYI 'TAY NYYN 1Y 'N'YY QWK TOND 12171 11171 '7 7w DX NN D'P78] 7 nyawin nnyi (1D)
;N2 NNIA IWK YIRN
JWAWN 'IN DNDAN X' (TD)
7NN 'TAY 1772 AWK D'AN IR NITR 7Y 17X DR 0NN NNt (nD)
M72 'Myny X7 DIX DAl '7 NTAN K7 NNKR DAL DTN N2TN DX DWY ' MyT R 700K e (D)
0
N2 DNIY INND'E ) 70'AR7 NPT R DNNAR N (TD)
INTA7 [X¥N MWD yaw NX DNNAX QX' (ND)
:N1TA7 NAXN TWK N7RN MWD YaW NIN NN DNNAR 7R 171N nx (0d)
:TINTN INQN NIX MO0 D ATYY7 2 00N 11y T NN NY1D yaw X D nr (7)
:DNY 1Y2WI DY D YaW IR KINN DIMY7 XK D 7 (K7)
:D'MY?9 YR 7R 12w INAX W 72'91 170X D' YaW IN1D DDA MDY (27)
071y 7R P17' WA DY R YA TN 7R yo' (A7)
9 :D'2 D' D'NYWY9 YINA DNNAX Y (T7)
22 And it came to pass at that time, that Avimelech and Phicol the captain of his host spoke
unto Avraham, saying: 'God is with you in all that thou do.23 Now swear to me here by God
that you will not deal falsely with me, nor with my son, nor with my son's son; but according to
the kindness that | have done to you, you shall do to me, and to the land in which you have
sojourned.' 24 And Avraham said: 'l will swear.' 25 And Avraham reproved Avimelech because
of the well of water, which Avimelech's servants had violently taken away. 26 And Avimelech
said: 'l know not who has done this thing; neither did you tell me, neither yet heard | of it, but
to-day.' 27 And Avraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto Avimelech; and they two
made a covenant. 28 And Avraham set seven ewe-lambs of the flock by themselves. 29 And
Avimelech said unto Avraham: 'What mean these seven ewe-lambs which you have set by
themselves?' 30 And he said: ‘Because you are to take these seven ewe-lambs from my hand,
that it may serve me as testimony, that | dug this well.' 31 Therefore that place was called Beer-
sheva; because there the two of them took an oath. 32 And they entered into a covenant at
Beer-sheva; and Avimelech rose up, and Phicol the captain of his host, and they returned to the
land of the Philistines. 33 And Avraham planted a tamarisk-tree in Beer-sheva, and called there
on the name of Hashem, God of the universe. 34 And Avraham sojourned in the land of the
Philistines many days.
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26 Then Avimelech went to him from Gerar, and Ahuzzath his friend, and Phicol the captain of
his host. 27 And Yitzchak said unto them: '"Wherefore are ye come unto me, seeing ye hate me,
and have sent me away from you?' 28 And they said: 'We saw plainly that HaShem was with
thee; and we said: Let there now be an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and thee, and let us
make a covenant with thee; 29 that thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not touched thee, and
as we have done unto thee nothing but good, and have sent thee away in peace; thou art now
the blessed of HaShem.' 30 And he made them a feast, and they did eat and drink. 31 And they
rose up betimes in the morning, and swore one to another; and Yitzchak sent them away, and
they departed from him in peace.

e Are these two events the same?

e What word is missing in Yitzchak’s agreement

e How is his agreement more limited than his father’s?
e Do Yitzchak and Avimelech disagree on the facts?

e What is the nature of their disagreement?

e How does Yitzchak handle their differences?
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